CHEMISTRY 2015-2016

Welcome to Chemistry!  Each of you should have your own expectations for this class and try, every day, to meet them. My expectations are that you develop a strong understanding of chemical concepts so that you can apply those concepts in learning more about other fields of science, as well as explaining everyday occurrences.

Math & Science Pre-req:

Algebra / Geometry 9 and Integrated Science must be taken prior to taking chemistry.

Expectations:

Arrive to class every day prepared to learn and actively participate in all class activities. 
	Being prepared to learn includes:
	Being an active participant includes:

	· completing reading assignments, worksheets or problems

· checking the website prior to class

· bringing all class materials to each class
	· asking questions when a concept or topic is unclear

· contributing positively to class discussions, group activities and group members

· taking risks to meet tough challenges.


*If you are absent, you should check the class website for assignments and handouts before the next class.  A monthly calendar will also be posted online.
Required Materials:

1. 3 Ring Binder: will be used to organize notes, worksheets, labs, and other class materials.  You will also need a set of dividers with tabs to organize the binder.  

2. Scientific Calculator:  Your calculator needs to be able to perform scientific notation, exponents, and logs.  It does not need to be a graphing calculator.  Phones/iPods/etc cannot be used as calculators for this class.   
3. Student Planner
Electronic Devices: 

Cell Phones, iPods, Calculators, and other Electronic Gadgets may be used ONLY as directed by your teacher. When not in use, they must be kept in a backpack.   Ear buds may not be in while someone in class is speaking.  Any electronic device being used inappropriately or without the instructor’s approval will be collected.  Electronic devices such as cell phones and iPods may not be out during tests or quizzes.
MAKE-UP/LATE WORK:
All assignments will be posted on the class website and in the make-up work folder. It is your responsibility to check the calendar on what assignments/notes/labs you may have missed while being absent. Assignments that are missing due to excused absences may be turned in for full credit the following block day. Assignments that are missing due to unexcused absences may be turned in for half credit. Any work not turned in by the unit test will not be accepted.     

If you are absent on the day of a test or quiz, you will make it up during class on the day you return.  If you are absent on a review day, you will still take the test or quiz with the class on the test day.  Previously assigned work due on the day of your absence are due on the day you return.
TARDINESS & DISMISSAL: 
 Respect and responsibility are key – make good decisions – be on time to this class! 
Class begins promptly when the bell rings. If you are not in your assigned seat when the bell rings, you will be marked as Tardy. If you are more than 10 min late to class, you will be marked as Absent. 

1. If you are ever late, do your absolute best NOT to disrupt the class as you enter – simply take your seat quietly.  You have already been disrespectful by being late, but have the opportunity to make a good decision by not being disruptive on top of it.  You are all capable of making good decisions, and I expect you to do so!
2. If you are consistently late to class you will receive a work detail, followed by a referral and parents/ administrators will be contacted.
For dismissal from class, I will dismiss everyone, not the bell. 

1. No lining up at the door before the bell rings!  If you finish your work early find something else to work on quietly in your assigned seat.

2. Do not pack up your bags early!

3. If you need to leave class for any reason (bathroom etc.) you MUST ASK FIRST!  Only one student will be allowed out of the room at a time, and you will NOT be allowed to leave during notes, instruction, videos etc.
Extra Help: 

Please don’t wait if you don’t understand!  Come to the science office for help during my regular office hours.  You can also make an appointment with me if you would like to get some help after school. If I am not available, feel free to seek help from the other chemistry teachers. 

Grading Policy: 

All graded work will be weighted and categorized as follows:

· Homework and Assignments: 20%

· Laboratory reports: 35%

· Quizzes and Tests: 30%

· Final Exam: 15%. 

Classroom Norms:
You will be expected to be accountable and responsible for your learning as well as positively contribute to the learning of other students. In order to learn chemistry AND have fun, it is imperative that we all respect ourselves, each other, and our school. 
· No hats, food or drink.  Water is okay, but must be kept at your desk. 
· Please be in your seat when the bell rings.  Please wait for me to dismiss you.  

· No earbuds in while someone is speaking.

· No using personal electronics, unless specifically approved by your teacher.

· While collaboration is encouraged in the scientific community, each student must do his or her own work to demonstrate their understanding.  As in all of your classes, academic dishonesty, including plagiarism, sharing test information, and copying lab data, will NOT be tolerated! If you have a question about the difference between collaboration and plagiarism, please check with me before proceeding.
Violations of these policies will result in appropriate disciplinary measures.

Chemistry Lab Rules and Expectations:

1. Goggles must be worn by ALL students while in the lab area. No exceptions!!

2. Check lab equipment at the beginning of the lab period. If you break something, report it immediately. Fees for broken lab ware will be assessed by your lab instructor.

3. Be aware of your surroundings and make good choices!

4.  Make-up Labs – If you know in advance that you are going to miss a lab, it may be possible to reschedule during another lab period. Otherwise, you will be required to make up the lab after school on a day designated by the chemistry teachers.

5. You must follow all of the rules in the Flinn Safety Contract at all times, including NO FOOD OR DRINK in the laboratory classroom.  
Chemistry Course Policies Agreement
Parent(s)/Guardian(s) – Please sign the following to acknowledge that you have seen and read the Chemistry Classroom Policies, as well as the Flinn Safety Contract for lab. Your signature also verifies that your student will follow these guidelines in the classroom and laboratory. 

Parent / Guardian (Print Name) _____________________________________________________

Parent / Guardian (Signature) ______________________________________________________

Student (Print Name) 
_____________________________________​​​​​​​​​​_​​​​​​​​​​________        Period:  _________

Student (Signature) ______________________________________________________________

Return this portion to your classroom teacher by Tuesday, August 18th, 2015
Ms. Chen Room: 1311


Off Hours: 3rd & 4th Per


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:mchen@lps.k12.co.us" �mchen@lps.k12.co.us�


Website: � HYPERLINK "mailto:mchenlps@weebly.com" �mchenlps@weebly.com�


    











